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Cold War
Cold war would be in simple terms be defined as a state of political hostility that exists between two countries and is characterized by propaganda, threats and other measures only meant to instill fear but no open warfare. In history, Cold War refers to a relationship that resulted between the USSR and USA after World War II (Glenn, & Gibson, 2017). The term is used to describe the relationship that existed between the Soviet Union and America between 1945 and 1980. The war was driven by multiple factors including different ideologies and beliefs on the concepts of capitalism and communism. The two factors fuelled an international power struggle between the two nations. Each wanted dominance and would exploit every opportunity to expand anywhere in the world. Logic would dictate that the two nations which were close allies over the period of the World War II would establish close ties, be friendlier and firm but that did not happen (Gilpin, 2018). Their friendship during the war was only due to the fact that they had a common enemy, the Nazi Germany. The war lasted for decades and resulted into anti-communist suspicions between the two nations and even international incidents which saw the countries go to extremes of nuclear brinks. The Soviet Union wanted dominance over Western Europe and also ensured that communism was spread, Americans and the British feared that Soviet Union was becoming more powerful. The post Cold War greatly impacted the emerging nations among them was South Africa. 
Impact on South Africa 
Third world countries were the battlegrounds for the cold war as America wanted to ensure that Soviet Union did not extend her dominance to the less developed countries through the communism philosophy. The developed countries had already established their systems of leadership and forms of governance and could, therefore, be least affected by any influence from either of the superpowers (Glenn, & Gibson, 2017). The underdeveloped countries in Latin America, Asia and Africa were still vulnerable to the forces of the Cold War. Most of the underdeveloped countries also felt that dependence on the developed countries and superpowers would help them improve their economies and rise to political powers (Gilfillan & Xidias, 2017). South Africa is among the African countries which were caught in between the forces of the Cold War. South Africa was affected both positively and negatively by the Cold War. South Africa was under the rule of Soviet Union. The aftermath of the end of the Cold War and the collapse of Soviet Union in South Africa are outlined in the following section. 
South Africa was affected economically by the Cold War. The Soviet Union provided economic support to South Africa before the collapse of the Union in 1989. The collapse of the Soviet Union saw South Africa enter into an economic crisis. The country could no longer support her economy and the overall production (Gilpin, 2018). South Africa is, however, one of the most developed countries in Africa and this can be attributed to the huge support that was received during the Cold War (Gilfillan & Xidias, 2017). The country has been able to provide economic opportunities to people from all nations of the world. There has been a global impact from the economic support that the country received during the Cold War era. The country has been able to rise over the crisis that was experienced after the Soviet Union collapsed. 
The Cold War era also impacted on the political sector of South Africa in different ways. South Africa received military support from the Soviet Union over the period that the superpower existed. South Africa today is one of the most powerful states in Africa with a strong military support (Gilfillan & Xidias, 2017). Her military force was established during the apartheid era and a time when the influence of communism was being preached in the country. The military support ensured internal security in the country which is being felt to-date. Peace is one of the major concerns for global communities and South Africa has helped achieve it.  
The post Cold War era saw a social transformation in the South African state. The philosophy of communism ended the apartheid rule. The era of apartheid was characterized by discrimination against the people of color in South Africa. The country could now accommodate people from all nations of the world (Glenn, & Gibson, 2017). South Africa became a hub of diverse cultures from across the globe and saw the stoppage of the mistreatment that the people of different color were going through as residents of the country (Gilfillan & Xidias, 2017). To the global community, the end of apartheid meant a new transformation in the way people perceived diversity and has been the reason why most nations of the world are now legalizing immigration.  The spread of communism in South Africa by the Soviet Union is the reason why the nation is one of the homes to people of diverse backgrounds. 
South Africa also experienced a great transformation in the culture that was practiced. People from diverse cultures could reside in the country after the end of the apartheid rule. South Africa is also known as the ‘Rainbow Nation’ and is a home to fascinating citizens. The mix of different cultures is the reason why South Africa is a place where every person from any part of the world would feel safe at (Glenn, & Gibson, 2017). The diverse culture of the South African state has not only made it an internally peaceful state but also has ensured that there is a global influence (Gilfillan & Xidias, 2017). Other nations of the world have learnt to appreciate diversity and people have come up to build nations through cultural exchange. Coexistence between different communities has been made possible because the Cold War taught people to accommodate each other for the greater benefit of all the parties involved. Different countries of the world have made their faces in the global map due to the benefits that come with people sharing ideas, creativity, different ways of doing things and the ultimate growth of economies. 
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